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Joan McAlpine MSP 
Convener 
Culture, Tourism, Europe and External Relations Committee 
Scottish Parliament 
Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP 
 
 
 
 
29 October 2019 
 
 
Dear Joan, 
 
 
At the evidence session on Thursday 26 September, I promised to check whether 
Bavaria was a member of the Vanguard Initiative (VI). I can confirm that Bavaria is 
not a member of the VI. 
 
In addition, please find below, for the committee’s information, some further detail on 
the initiative and on Scotland’s participation in it. 
 
Established in November 2013, the VI is a partnership of 36 European regions 

working collaboratively to deliver economic growth through developing and 
implementing enterprise-driven innovation strategies within their region. The initiative 
considers regions to be significant drivers of economic growth and competitiveness.  
Their closeness to their specialist research and enterprise bases makes them 
uniquely placed to identify and connect regional partners with wider European 
opportunities.  
 
Participating regions from across the EU are working together through a number of 
pilots to develop joint demonstration cases in emerging technologies, such as 3D 
printing and advanced manufacturing, where the regions understand they have a 
competitive edge. 
 

Cabinet Secretary for Culture, Tourism and 

External Affairs  
Fiona Hyslop MSP 
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Scotland plays a leading role in shaping the work and direction of the initiative and 
remains committed to continuing to do so in future. Our active engagement has 
allowed us to establish a reputation as a partner of choice amongst member regions. 
In total, we are involved in three of the five pilot initiatives (Advanced Manufacturing 
in Offshore Energy, Efficient and Sustainable Manufacturing and Bio-economy). 
 
I trust that the committee finds this letter helpful. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FIONA HYSLOP 
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